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after complete removal and condemna-
tion of all affected tissues including 
the exudate. 

[40 FR 14297, Mar. 31, 1975]

§ 381.85 Special diseases. 
Carcasses of poultry showing evi-

dence of any disease which is charac-
terized by the presence, in the meat or 
other edible parts of the carcass, or or-
ganisms or toxins dangerous to the 
consumer, shall be condemned.

§ 381.86 Inflammatory processes. 
Any organ or other part of a carcass 

which is affected by an inflammatory 
process shall be condemned and, if 
there is evidence of general systemic 
disturbance, the whole carcass shall be 
condemned.

§ 381.87 Tumors. 
Any organ or other part of a carcass 

which is affected by a tumor shall be 
condemned and when there is evidence 
of metastasis or that the general condi-
tion of the bird has been affected by 
the size, position, or nature of the 
tumor, the whole carcass shall be con-
demned.

§ 381.88 Parasites. 
Organs or other parts of carcasses 

which are found to be infested with 
parasites, or which show lesions of 
such infestation shall be condemned 
and, if the whole carcass is affected, 
the whole carcass shall be condemned.

§ 381.89 Bruises. 
Any part of a carcass which is badly 

bruised shall be condemned and, if the 
whole carcass is affected as a result of 
the bruise, the whole carcass shall be 
condemned. Parts of a carcass which 
show only slight reddening from a 
bruise may be passed for food.

§ 381.90 Cadavers. 
Carcasses of poultry showing evi-

dence of having died from causes other 
than slaughter shall be condemned.

§ 381.91 Contamination. 
(a) Carcasses of poultry contami-

nated by volatile oils, paints, poisons, 
gases, scald vat water in the air sac 
system, or other substances which 

render the carcasses adulterated shall 
be condemned. Any organ or other part 
of a carcass which has been acciden-
tally multilated in the course of proc-
essing shall be condemned, and if the 
whole carcass is affected, the whole 
carcass shall be condemned. 

(b)(1) Any carcass of poultry acciden-
tally contaminated during slaughter 
with digestive tract contents shall not 
be condemned if promptly reprocessed 
under the supervision of an inspector 
and thereafter found not to be adulter-
ated. Contaminated surfaces that are 
cut shall be removed only by trimming. 
Contaminated inner surfaces that are 
not cut may be cleaned by trimming 
alone, or at an approved reprocessing 
station away from the main processing 
line, by any method that will remove 
the contamination, such as vacuuming, 
washing, and trimming, singly or in 
combination. All visible specks of con-
tamination must be removed, and if 
the inner surfaces are reprocessed 
other than soley by trimming, all sur-
faces of the carcass shall be treated 
with chlorinated water containing 20 
ppm available chlorine. 

(2) An area will be designated as an 
approved reprocessing station only if 
the Administrator determines that re-
processing operations can be conducted 
in that area in accordance with all of 
the requirements of this part, and that 
the reprocessing methods to be utilized 
are capable of removing all visible 
specks of contamination on the inner 
surface of a carcass. Requests for such 
approval shall be submitted to the in-
spector in charge and shall describe the 
proposed area, proposed methods of re-
processing, and proposed equipment to 
be utilized. Whenever the Adminis-
trator finds that reprocessing oper-
ations cannot be conducted in such 
area in accordance with all of the re-
quirements of this part or that the re-
processing methods utilized are not ca-
pable of removing all visible specks of 
contamination on the inner surface of 
a carcass, he may withdraw approval of 
such area, effective upon oral or writ-
ten notification, whichever is earlier, 
to the operator of the establishment. 
In the event of oral notification, a 
written confirmation thereof shall be 
given to the operator as promptly as 
circumstances permit. The notification 
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1 A copy of FSIS’s ‘‘Guidelines for Esch-
erichia coli Testing for Process Control 
Verification in Poultry Slaughter Establish-
ments,’’ and ‘‘FSIS Turkey Microbiological 
Procedures for Sponge Sample Collection 
and Methods of Analysis’’ are available for 
inspection in the FSIS Docket Room.

shall specify the reasons for such with-
drawal and shall afford the operator of 
the establishment an opportunity to 
present his views. In any instance 
where there is a conflict as to the 
facts, a hearing shall be held to resolve 
such conflict. 

[37 FR 9706, May 16, 1972, as amended at 43 
FR 12847, Mar. 28, 1978]

§ 381.92 Overscald. 
Carcasses of poultry which have been 

overscalded, resulting in a cooked ap-
pearance of the flesh, shall be con-
demned.

§ 381.93 Decomposition. 
Carcasses of poultry deleteriously af-

fected by post mortem changes shall be 
disposed of as follows: 

(a) Carcasses which have reached a 
state of putrefaction or stinking fer-
mentation shall be condemned. 

(b) Any part of a carcass which is 
green struck shall be condemned and, if 
the carcass is so extensively affected 
that removal of affected parts is im-
practicable, the whole carcass shall be 
condemned. 

(c) Carcasses affected by types of post 
mortem change which are superficial 
in nature may be passed for human 
food after removal and condemnation 
of the affected parts.

§ 381.94 Contamination with Micro-
organisms; process control 
verification criteria and testing; 
pathogen reduction standards. 

(a) Criteria for verifying process con-
trol; E. coli testing. 

(1) Each official establishment that 
slaughters poultry shall test for Esch-
erichia coli Biotype I (E. coli). Establish-
ments that slaughter more than one 
type of poultry and/or poultry and live-
stock, shall test the type of poultry or 
livestock slaughtered in the greatest 
number. The establishment shall: 

(i) Collect samples in accordance 
with the sampling techniques, method-
ology, and frequency requirements in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section; 

(ii) Obtain analytic results in accord-
ance with paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion; and 

(iii) Maintain records of such ana-
lytic results in accordance with para-
graph (a)(4) of this section. 

(2) Sampling requirements. 
(i) Written procedures. Each establish-

ment shall prepare written specimen 
collection procedures which shall iden-
tify employees designated to collect 
samples, and shall address location(s) 
of sampling, how sampling randomness 
is achieved, and handling of the sample 
to ensure sample integrity. The writ-
ten procedure shall be made available 
to FSIS upon request. 

(ii) Sample collection. A whole bird 
must be taken from the end of the 
chilling process. If this is impracti-
cable, the whole bird can be taken from 
the end of the slaughter line. Samples 
must be collected by rinsing the whole 
carcass in an amount of buffer appro-
priate for that type of bird. Samples 
from turkeys or ratites also may be 
collected by sponging the carcass on 
the back and thigh.1

(iii) Sampling frequency. Slaughter es-
tablishments, except very low volume 
establishments as defined in paragraph 
(a)(2)(v) of this section, must take sam-
ples at a frequency proportional to the 
establishment’s volume of production 
at the following rates: 

(A) Chickens: 1 sample per 22,000 car-
casses, but a minimum of one sample 
during each week of operation. 

(B) Turkeys, Ducks, Geese, Guineas, 
Squabs, and Ratites: 1 sample per 3,000 
carcasses, but at a minimum one sam-
ple each week of operation. 

(iv) Sampling frequency alternatives. 
An establishment operating under a 
validated HACCP plan in accordance 
with § 417.2(b) of this chapter may sub-
stitute an alternative frequency for the 
frequency of sampling required under 
paragraph (a)(2)(iii) of this section if, 

(A) The alternative is an integral 
part of the establishment’s verification 
procedures for its HACCP plan and, 

(B) FSIS does not determine, and no-
tify the establishment in writing, that 
the alternative frequency is inadequate 
to verify the effectiveness of the estab-
lishment’s processing controls. 
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